Down-staging prostate cancer. Is it possible by androgen depletion and Mitomycin C therapy?
The study was carried out in order to investigate the possibility of tumor reduction in prostate cancer patients. As a reduction of the primary tumor was observed with hormonal treatment and complete response of soft tissue tumor markers with Mitomycin C, this combined treatment was given in seven patients to evaluate if it was able to down-stage those cases which were thought to be incurable (T3N1-2M0/T4N0-2M0). Although the clinical evaluation suggested a significant down-staging, the explorative lymphadenectomy was unable to confirm this. The proposed treatment is able to reduce the tumor bulk significantly of the primary cancer as well as of its metastases; progression during the treatment was not seen.